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Notes from Reverend Bob 

Summer greetings to Grace and St. Peter’s! 

I hope you are all enjoying sunshine and warm weather, perhaps spending a few days at the beach, beside 

a lake, camping in the woods, traveling to distant shores, or simply relaxing at home. Summer is a great 

time to remember that God folded rest, relaxation and restoration into the order of the universe. It is a 

great time to put down our usually busy, gotta-get-things-done lives and to spend some time simply 

being—as individuals, in family and in community.  

That said, life at Grace and St. Peter’s continues to hum along in a quieter, but still quite active, way. Since 

the last Voice edition, among other events, we have: celebrated our new ministry together; bid farewell 

to longtime, steadfast parishioners Mary, Kurt and Bryan Acker; been led in worship by our wildly 

talented young people; marched in the Hamden Memorial Day parade (photo of our truck in the mast-

head!); enjoyed a joint Eucharist and picnic at Killam’s point in Branford with St. John’s, North Haven; 

welcomed Bishop Ian T. Douglas; baptized five new members of God’s family; participated in delightful 

and inspiring Sunday morning worship with St. John’s; and begun a major renovation of our Rectory.  

And, all that is in addition to our regular activities such as Dinner for a Dollar, Older and Wiser and our 

Faith Study Group.  

Looking forward to the fall (and even a bit before), there are many exciting events and changes planned. 

Among other plans, we will be blessed by the presence of a deacon, Ned Lewis, who will contribute to 

our worship and be a catalyst for outreach in the greater Hamden community; we will enhance our 

choir program as four choirs—adult, cherub, inter-generational and chime—begin rotating rehearsals 

between the 8 am and 10 am services; we will celebrate Nigerian Independence Day on the last Sunday 

of September with a service featuring Nigerian music, dance(!) and prayer; we will welcome Allison 

and Whitney Batson and a number of foreign students into our beautifully restored rectory; and our 

Ramblers will be rocking at the Neighborhood Music School. 

So, take some time out in the next few weeks. Rest, relax, refresh, refuel. God’s creation continues to 

unfold all around us and within us. We will want to be energized and excited to see how that ongoing 

creation takes form at Grace and St. Peter’s, participating to the fullest of our ability in God’s wonder-

filled revelation.  

Godspeed and God’s rest to all of you! 

Bob+ 
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A note from your editor 

This is the first issue of The Voice since right before Easter.  There should have been an issue around 

Pentecost, but a combination of personal and family stresses and distractions sank it.  Thanks for your 

patience, and your prayers and support!  

The Pentecost or June issue would have included a feature congratulating this year’s graduates.  Better 

late than never, so here are the ones that have come my way.  If there are others, please let me know, 

and they’ll be mentioned in the next issue! 

 - Gretchen Pritchard, editor (203-624-2520, sundaypaper@snet.net) 

Congratulations to our Graduates! 
Hearty cheers for Nyah Parkinson, who graduated from 

Amity Regional High School in June!  Nyah is bound for 

college at the University of Connecticut. 

And for Steven Turner, grandson of Cindy Turner, who 

graduated from Hamden High School. 

Cindy writes, “Steven is headed to Vermont Academy for a 

post-grad year and to play hockey. He already has a contract 

with a Junior team to play, but they will hold that for a year 

as long as he is going to school. His world is hockey!!!  He 

hopes the post-grad year will help to get into a good hockey 

school, and his ultimate goal is sports management.”  

Multiple cheers also for Philip and Chloe Kaye, son and daughter of Karlen Meinsen!  Philip has 

graduated from Hamden High and will attend Eastern Connecticut State University.  Chloe graduated from 

Marist College. 

 
   

Nyah Parkinson Steven Turner Philip Kaye Chloe Kaye 

Last but certainly not least, congratulations to our Priest-in-Charge, Bob Bergner, for completing his master’s 

degree at Harvard: Master of Liberal Arts with a Concentration in Psychology! 
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Know your Parish Family  

That kind-looking man on the aisle partway up the right side of the church, who sometimes does the Prayers 

of the People, or reads the lesson, and occasionally preaches—the guy who totally looks like Santa Claus—

that’s Aldon Hynes.  He’s a leader in our parish and involved in many local causes and concerns.  Aldon will be 

our preacher on August 12, so here’s a chance to learn a little more about him. 

KNOW YOUR PARISH FAMILY- ALDON HYNES 

 

The Hynes family—Aldon, Kim, and Fiona—began attending Grace & St. Peter’s 

about seven years ago.  Residents of Woodbridge, they had been members of Christ 

Church, Bethany, originally through a personal connection with the rector there, the Rev. 

Peter Stebinger.  When Peter retired after a long ministry, the family’s level of involvement 

with the parish gradually fell off.  Meanwhile, via an online discussion forum, Kim had 

become friends with Grace Pritchard Burson, daughter of Arnie and Gretchen Pritchard.  

When Grace was in town, she met up with Kim at Modern Apizza and introduced her to 

Gretchen.  Over pizza, an invitation was extended: “Why don’t you give Grace & St. Peter's 

a try?”  Kim was intrigued, and the following Sunday the Hyneses came to church.  Drawn 

to the parish’s diversity, liveliness, and friendly welcome, they were soon attending regularly.  

(What a 21st-century way to connect with a faith community!) 

Fiona spent several formative years at Grace & St. Peter’s.  She served as an acolyte, helped with younger children, 

played lead parts in several Christmas pageants, and was active in the “Double Digit Dynamos,” the middle-school youth 

group led by the Rev. Amanda Gott.  Her spiritual journey since reaching high school has led her back to the family’s 

roots on Kim’s parents’ side, and she was recently received into the catechumenate in the Orthodox Church.  Kim has 

been accompanying her to services at Three Saints Orthodox Church in Ansonia.  Aldon, despite a longstanding affinity 

for Orthodox liturgy and spirituality, has chosen to further deepen his commitment to the Episcopal Church.  

Aldon was born in Presque Isle, Maine, and grew up in Williamstown, Massachusetts.  His family was Congregationalist, 

but in high school he became involved in the youth group at the local Baptist church, where he was invited to preach for 

Youth Sunday. In the Baptist tradition, he was expected to preach without a prepared text; he remembers beginning his 

sermon nervously fumbling for words and then consciously handing himself to God to speak through him, and 

experiencing the power of the Holy Spirit.  “The response from the congregation was amazing; it felt wonderful;” and 

Aldon began to feel a sense of call to ministry.  He left for college intending to study religion, go on to seminary, and 

become a preacher.  At The College of Wooster in Wooster, Ohio, he got involved with a local Episcopal parish, and, 

attracted by the liturgy and the parish’s community life, he was received into the Episcopal Church.   

He changed his major to philosophy, planning to write his thesis for a professor he admired, but that professor went on 

leave, and he had to write the thesis for a different professor, who rejected it, making it impossible for Aldon to get his 

degree even though he had completed all his work. Unwilling to go back and write a whole new thesis, he left school 

without the degree, moved to New York City for its arts and poetry scene, and got a job in computer programming.  

He married and had two daughters, but that marriage did not work out.  In 2000 he and Kim were married and living in 

Stamford, where Kim ran for a seat in the state legislature, and both Kim and Aldon became increasingly involved with 

political campaigns.  They both worked in the 2004 Howard Dean campaign for President, and then for Ned Lamont’s 

Senate run in 2006.  Aldon began to specialize in combining computer programming, social media, and political/social 

action.  He has challenged the Republican incumbent for his local state legislative district three times (that’s real 

dedication!) and now works as communications manager at Community Health Center, a Federally Qualified Health  

Center for underserved populations in Middletown.  His job has diversified to include such responsibilities as piloting 
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the drone for aerial photographs for the center’s publicity, and working with tech for an online school for medical 

assistants, starting about two years ago. 

Besides his professional interests, Aldon is very committed to writing poetry; some of his poems were published in his 

college literary magazine; others, more recently, in a Catholic newsletter, and many can be found on his blog, 

www.orient-lodge.com.  It was at a poetry conference at Yale Divinity School about three years ago that Aldon 

rediscovered his early vocation to church leadership—he had a very clear sense of God saying “So whatever happened 

to that calling that we were speaking about so many years ago?” He approached Amanda, and then Bishop Ian Douglas, 

and Amanda put together the discernment committee that is an essential part of exploring a call to ordained ministry.  

The committee was made up of a diverse group of parishioners as well as several people who knew Aldon well in other 

settings.  “It was a really good experience,” Aldon recalls.  “It was a really good experience for everyone … to get 

together and talk about faith and calling.  It’s not just about ordination—we are all in discernment.” 

The committee recommended that Aldon continue in the process leading towards ordination.  After a retreat with the 

Commission on Ministry, in October 2016, Aldon was asked to come in and speak one on one with Bishop Laura.  Her 

message to him was simply, “We don’t feel you are called.” Such decisions are not subject to appeal, so Aldon was left to 

grapple with his own spiritual discernment and find a new form for it. 

Amanda had suggested along the way that Aldon should have a spiritual director, so he had begun seeing the Rev. Joanne 

Neel-Richard, a priest and psychotherapist whose counseling office is located at Grace & St. Peter’s.  He has found her 

support extremely valuable.  Another mentor, a dean at Yale Divinity School, told him flatly, “You’re not going to be happy 

till you go to seminary, so just go.”  With a full-time job and a family, he was not able to enroll in a conventional program, 

but discovered that the Episcopal Church Divinity School of the Pacific has a flexible online program for a Certificate of 

Theological Studies that can be stepped up to lead to an M.Div. (Master of Divinity) or MTS (Master of Theological 

Studies) for students who decide to make that commitment and are able to spend several summers on the CDSP 

campus in Berkeley, California.  Aldon did two semesters of online work starting last fall, and took Hebrew on campus 

this summer and loved it.   

“I love to preach,” Aldon says.  “Having run for office three times, I’ve done a lot of public speaking, but it’s not the 

same.”  The first time he was asked to preach at Grace & St. Peter’s was during Amanda’s maternity leave in 2013.  Some 

of us still have clear memories of that sermon, challenging us to imagine a world of radical love and justice.  After 

hearing him, a parish member went to Amanda to suggest she encourage Aldon to consider a discernment process 

possibly leading to ordination.  Amanda replied that the first move needed to be Aldon’s … and a couple of years later, 

Aldon did in fact make that first move.   

So, not knowing what the final form of his vocation will take, Aldon is going forward in faith.  As he is fond of reminding 

us, there is a saying in the Jewish wisdom literature that the miracle of the Burning Bush was not that the bush was not 

consumed.  The miracle was that Moses noticed.  “I wonder,” he muses, “where the not yet noticed miracles are in our 

own lives, both individually and together as Grace and St. Peter’s?”  
 

444444444444 tttttttttttt hhhhhhhhhhhh             FFFFFFFFFFFFRRRRRRRRRRRRIIIIIIIIIIIIDDDDDDDDDDDDAAAAAAAAAAAAYYYYYYYYYYYY             aaaaaaaaaaaatttttttttttt            555555555555            

MMMMMMMMMMMMEEEEEEEEEEEEDDDDDDDDDDDDIIIIIIIIIIIITTTTTTTTTTTTAAAAAAAAAAAATTTTTTTTTTTTIIIIIIIIIIIIOOOOOOOOOOOONNNNNNNNNNNN            
wwwiiittthhh   ttthhheee   RRReeevvv...   BBBooobbb   BBBeeerrrgggnnneeerrr    

 

Please join us on the fourth Friday of  every month, in the undercroft, for a series of  meditations and discussions led 
by Rev. Bob.  Following the meditation, you are invited to stay and join us for Dinner for a Dollar! 
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PARISH NEWS AND NOTES 

Rectory Committee Report 

by Beth DeLancy and the Rectory Committee 

Our rectory has always been a “diamond in the rough”!  For years, we have discussed what to do with the 

rectory and how to best use it.  The Vestry and the Rectory Committee are excited to let you know that the 

rectory restoration project is well underway and is due to be completed the second week of August.  

Everyone is being invited to a Rectory House Blessing/Open House on August 19 between noon 

and 2 pm.  More details will follow. 

We are also thrilled to share with you that our rectory will be used for a very special church project that will be 

both a mission for the church, as well as financially helpful for our church budget.  This September, the rectory 

will become a home for international high school students.  Our own Sunday School director, Allison Batson, 

and her daughter, Whitney Batson, will live in the house with the students.  Allison will serve as the “host 

parent.”  Allison will need our help.  If you are interested, church members will be needed to provide 

transportation to and from school and for other school related or leisure activities.  Volunteers will 

need to be vetted by the agency that supervises the students.  Allison and the Rectory Committee will be 

organizing our church volunteers around the end of August or the beginning of September.  Stay tuned! 

Since the kitchen and bathrooms were gutted, and all the old furniture and carpeting were removed, we are 

basically starting all over from scratch.  We need to furnish the house.  Although Allison and Whitney will provide 

their own bedroom sets and linens, etc., the house will need sheets, towels and comforters for our 

students.  Other basic items are needed as well:  (e.g., kitchen staples, small kitchen appliances, 

pots and pans, throw rugs, curtains).  The Rectory Committee is going to create registries at Target and on 

line via Amazon.  If you would like to help get the rectory ready for our international students, you may visit the 

registries and purchase an item.  Gift cards for the grocery store are also welcome, as our initial grocery order 

will include all the first time needed items (e.g., sugar, flour, spices).  Of course, if you would just like to make a 

financial contribution and let the Rectory Committee purchase what is needed, that is very acceptable.   

The Rectory Committee is also interested in specific used furniture that is in good condition. Those 

pieces are:  bookshelves, chests of drawers, night stands, coffee table, dining room chairs, large screen TV.   If you 

have something you would like to donate, please take a picture of the item and email it to Beth DeLancy at 

schmoyle@aol.com.  Someone from the Rectory Committee will then come to your home to check it out, and 

if it meets the need, we will pick it up from you.  Please, do not bring items in to contribute without approval. Thanks!! 

For additional information, please ask any of your Rectory Committee members including:  Cindy Turner, Joe 

MacKay, Bill Menosky, Nadia Major, Melissa Carbonella, Sue O’Connell and Beth DeLancy. 

A “Diamond” shines again! 

 

Grace & St Peter’s Grace & St Peter’s Grace & St Peter’s Grace & St Peter’s     

Vacation Bible SchoolVacation Bible SchoolVacation Bible SchoolVacation Bible School    

AugustAugustAugustAugust    13131313----17,17,17,17,    2018201820182018    
9:00 am 9:00 am 9:00 am 9:00 am –––– 1:00 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm 1:00 pm    

To volunteer, contribute, or enroll a child, contact Allison atTo volunteer, contribute, or enroll a child, contact Allison atTo volunteer, contribute, or enroll a child, contact Allison atTo volunteer, contribute, or enroll a child, contact Allison at    

allycat379@aim.comallycat379@aim.comallycat379@aim.comallycat379@aim.com or 203 or 203 or 203 or 203----435435435435----3569356935693569 

BBBBBBBBBBBBrrrrrrrrrrrreeeeeeeeeeeeaaaaaaaaaaaakkkkkkkkkkkkffffffffffffaaaaaaaaaaaasssssssssssstttttttttttt             

aaaaaaaaaaaannnnnnnnnnnndddddddddddd            SSSSSSSSSSSSnnnnnnnnnnnnaaaaaaaaaaaacccccccccccckkkkkkkkkkkkssssssssssss             

wwwwwwwwwwwwiiiiiiiiiiii llllllllllll llllllllllll             bbbbbbbbbbbbeeeeeeeeeeee            pppppppppppprrrrrrrrrrrroooooooooooovvvvvvvvvvvviiiiiiiiiiiiddddddddddddeeeeeeeeeeeedddddddddddd            
PPPPPPPPPPPPllllllllllll eeeeeeeeeeeeaaaaaaaaaaaasssssssssssseeeeeeeeeeee             hhhhhhhhhhhhaaaaaaaaaaaavvvvvvvvvvvveeeeeeeeeeee             

yyyyyyyyyyyyoooooooooooouuuuuuuuuuuurrrrrrrrrrrr             cccccccccccchhhhhhhhhhhhiiiiiiiiiiii lllllllllllldddddddddddd            

bbbbbbbbbbbbrrrrrrrrrrrr iiiiiiiiiiiinnnnnnnnnnnngggggggggggg             aaaaaaaaaaaa             bbbbbbbbbbbbaaaaaaaaaaaagggggggggggg             lllllllllllluuuuuuuuuuuunnnnnnnnnnnncccccccccccchhhhhhhhhhhh             
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IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

Sunday services are at 9:00 am unless otherwise indicated 

JULY 29 30 31 AUG 1 2 3 4 

Rev. Bob on vacation all this week 

Proper 12 

8 & 10 am at 

St. John’s NoH* 

Rev. Mark Glidden 

     

6:00 pm 

Dinner for $1 

 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

Rev. Bob on vacation all this week 

Proper 13     6:00 pm 

Dinner for $1 

 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
Proper 14 9:00 – 1:00 

VBS 

 

9:00 – 1:00 

VBS 

6:30 pm 

Faith Study Grp 

at home of  

Jane Bouvier 

9:00 – 1:00 

VBS 

 

9:00 – 1:00 

VBS 

 

9:00 – 1:00 

VBS 

 

6:00 pm 

Dinner for $1 

+ 

G & S P Ramblers 

performing as 

part of a concert 

at Neighborhood 

Music School 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
Proper 15 

 

12:00 – 2:00 

RECTORY 

OPEN HOUSE 

& HOUSE 

BLESSING 

  

7:00 pm 

Vestry 

  

12:00 noon 

Older & Wiser 

 

5:00 pm  

Meditation 

6:00 pm 

Dinner for $1 

 

26 27 28 29 30 31 SEPT 1 
Proper 16   

6:30 pm 

Faith Study Grp 

Location TBA 

   

6:00 pm 

Dinner for $1 

 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
Proper 17 LABOR DAY     

6:00 pm 

Dinner for $1 

 

* 9:00 am at Grace & St. Peter’s: Morning Prayer 
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 BULLETIN BOARDBULLETIN BOARDBULLETIN BOARDBULLETIN BOARD  

 

  

 The Older and Wiser Group met for lunch in the Brewster 

Room on Thursday, July 19th at noon. 

Rev. Paul Hocking led the group in Morning Prayer.   

A delicious luncheon, provided by several members of 

the group, was enjoyed by all,  

along with conversation and laughter. 

The next meeting will be at noon on August 23  

in the Brewster Room.  All are welcome. 

 FAITH STUDY GROUP 

The Faith Study Group is exploring the Acts of 

the Apostles.  Next meeting is Tuesday, August 14 

at the home of Jane Bouvier. 

The group meets at parishioners’ homes, from 

6:30 to 8:30 pm.  Light refreshments are served.  

There is no homework or outside reading.  All 

questions are welcome!  To join the email list, 

contact Gretchen Pritchard (sundaypaper@snet.net) 
   

CAN YOU HELP CAN YOU HELP CAN YOU HELP CAN YOU HELP     

WITH LAWN WITH LAWN WITH LAWN WITH LAWN 

MOWING?MOWING?MOWING?MOWING?    
Sign up on the 

sheet in the 

hallway! Thanks! 

 

 

 

IF YOU HAVE PHOTOS of 

events at Grace & St. Peter’s, 

please share with the church 

office! Thank you!! 

 

CHAPEL ON THE GREEN 
A group of parishioners met on Saturday afternoon, July 14, to prepare 
sandwiches for Chapel on the Green, including Allison Batson, Jennifer 
Campbell, Esther Smith, Delores Forte, Susan Stanley, Sue and Bob 
O'Connell, Jerry Katona, Sharon and Dan Kovner, and Mary Ellen Porcelli.  
Two hundred sandwiches were prepared, as well as a large pasta veggie salad. 

We carpooled to Trinity on the Green at 1:30 the next day.  This group included 
many of the same people, as well as Rev. Bob, Joy Wildman and her sister from 
Florida, Bernadette Jackson, Cindy Turner, John Anderson, Andy Petracco, 
and Aldon Hynes who gave the homily.  

Our next Chapel on the Green date is September 30. 
All are welcome to join us in this very worthy ministry. 

  

 

NNNEEEWWWSSS   FFFLLLAAASSSHHH:::       VVVaaacccaaattt iiiooonnn   BBBiiibbbllleee   SSSccc hhhoooooolll    aaattt    SSSttt ...   JJJooohhhnnn’’’sss ,,,   wwwhhhiiiccc hhh   wwwaaasss   tttooo   tttaaakkkeee   ppplllaaaccceee   ttthhheee   wwweeeeeekkk   ooofff    AAAuuuggguuusssttt    666---111000,,,   hhhaaasss   bbbeeeeeennn   

cccaaannnccceeellleeeddd   ddduuueee   tttooo   iiinnnaaadddeeeqqquuuaaattteee   eeennnrrrooolll lllmmmeeennnttt ...    
   

 

ROTA FOR  AUGUST THROUGH LABOR DAY 

DATE LECTORS ARDEN 8:00 PRAYERS USHERS CHALICE ACOLYTE COUNT  BREAD 
COFFEE 

HOUR 

Gretchen Pritchard Chris Grant Bob McClintock Malakhai Jerry Katona AUG 

5 
Paul Hocking 

Mark 

Mahaffy N.A. 
Mary 

Hocking 
Jerry Katona Will Hart Kiana Chris Grant 

Pritchards Mary Ellen 

Porcelli 

Prakash Thomas Richard Beck  Jessica Kott  Cindy Turner AUG 

12 
Shari Thomas 

Joe 

Mackay N.A. 
Gretchen 

Pritchard 
Sue O’Connell Mark Mahaffey  Allison Batson 

Richard 

Beck 

Bob Raymond Will Hart Elsie Okobi  John Anderson AUG 

19 
Paul Hocking 

Aldon 

Hynes N.A. 
Mark 

Mahaffey 
Andy Dodd Judy Mackay  Sue O’Connell 

Esther 

Smith 

Victoria Carpenter Chris Grant Jessica Kott Paras Robin Zenobi AUG 

26 
Dan Kovner 

Mark 

Mahaffy N.A. 
Andy  

Dodd 
Jerry Katona Bob McClintock Malakhai Arnie Pritchard 

Pritchards 

Andy Dodd Richard Beck Will Hart  Paul Hocking SEP 

2 Kevin Mack 

Joe 

Mackay N.A. 
Paul 

Hocking 
Sue O’Connell Judy Mackay  Arnie Pritchard 

Richard 

Beck 

PLEASE 

SIGN UP  

FOR 

COFFEE 

HOUR 

on the 

calendar  

in the 

Brewster 

Room! 

Beginning on September 9, we will resume the regular Sunday schedule with services at 8:00 am and 10:00 am. 
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